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Mr GUYULA to MINISTER for ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS referred to MINISTER for EDUCATION  

  

Whilst travelling to homelands around my electorate I became aware that there were expectations 

from some homelands at the time of the 2016 election. Those people are still waiting to see those 

commitments met. Can you please tell me what initiatives this government has put in place to 

specifically develop homelands schools?  

  

ANSWER  

  

I am happy, Member for Nhulunbuy, to follow up on any specific issues you want me to pursue in 

regard to expectations on homelands. I can speak in general about our homelands policy and the 

Education minister can speak specifically about homelands schools, if you like?  

Mr GUYULA: The question I have is specifically asked by people to ask you as Chief Minister.  

 

Mr GUNNER: In regard to community-led schools we are very supportive of that process and are 

working through it. We have seen Gunbalanya lead the way with the Australian Electoral 

Commission vote, which saw the board set up and control that school. We are happy to work at the 

manner and pace at which local communities want to work.   

  

The Minister for Education can add more. I am always very happy to follow up if you have a specific 

question about a specific school.  

  

Ms LAWLER (Education): Thank you, Member for Nhulunbuy. I think I understand because when I 

was at the Garma Festival I was approached by the chair of the school board of the Yirrkala 

Homelands School, and she had a conversation with me about the process of them having greater 

autonomy, independence and say about the education programs they will deliver at those 

homelands schools.  

  

This is something that we, as a government, are very focused on. It is about Indigenous people 

having a greater say in what they want delivered in education and how they allocate resources. It is 

about selection of principals and it is about school autonomy.  

  

One of our election commitments was on community-led schools. The Education department is 

working with the Department of the Chief Minister on that process. I am very happy to have 

conversations about that. It is a time line and needs to be done properly because there is a heap of 

things that need to be done. There needs to be training on governance, if the community needs 

those skill sets. Then, do they move towards independence …  
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Mr GUYULA: A point of order, Madam Speaker! This question was given to me by someone, and it 

was specifically asked of the Chief Minister.  

  

Madam SPEAKER: Member for Nhulunbuy, that is fine to address the comment to the Chief Minister, 

but the Chief Minister has passed it to the Education minister because she is the more appropriate 

person to answer the educational component of your question.  

  

Ms LAWLER: Thank you very much, Member for Nhulunbuy. I have been to Yirrkala homelands and I 

am sure the Chief Minister is more than happy to also travel there. He was at Garma with me as well.   

  

We have committed $1m to upgrades of those homelands, which is already being rolled out.  

  

You are talking about homelands schools as a group, having greater connection …  

  

Madam SPEAKER: Minister, your time has expired 
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